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Volume 9. Number 1. November 7. 2012

MOOCs and Accreditation:
Focus on the Quality of "Direct-to-Students” Education

Judith S. Eaton

We are again talking about innovation in higher education and it is a refreshing change. The most conspicuous, challenging
and controversial subject of these discussions is ZFOOCsT O massive open online courses. MOOCs such as Coursera,
Udacity and edX; all launched in early 2012, have received extensive media coverage accompanied by a lot of commentary.
What type of education is offered here? Will it last? How do we judge its quality? Is there a role for accreditation?

MOOCs: "Direct-to-Students” Education

MOOCs are a form of Eirect-to-studentsT education: Students do not need to enroll in a college or university;
offerings are available on-demand to anyone. Students do not need to become involved in a federal or state student
assistance program, paying little (even as compared to lower-cost community college tuition) or nothing for the
offerings. Students are not bound by an academic calendar with semesters or courses and they are not part of a
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